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Public &ffairs cerespondent

Cuts to public funding are
threatening community care
and increasing the chances of
older people in Norfolk becoming
{solated, according to research
carried out at the University of
East Anglia,

A new study has revealed the
viial rele played by the public
secior and volunieers in ensuring

older people are able to live in thelr

own homes,

And the study by UEA research
fellow Dr Mayumi Hayashi warns
that dramatic cuts in public
spending - and an assumption that
the voluntary sector can pick up
the pieces — will come at a time
when the service needs to be
enhanced, not reduced.

Norfolkr County Council, which
has ldentified a need for £155m of
savings over three years, is making
more than £50m-worth of savings
in adult soclal care over that
perlod.

A masslve shake-up in the way
tise council provides care wilk see

ol

Std Warns over cuts

L1

to social care funding

the authority shift away from
running day services directly, with
elderly penple given personal
budgets so thay can declde what to
spend H on.

The abm s that the Big Society
medel will see voluntary groups
and charities offer some of the
services older people need.

Rut Dr Hayashi’s study *The Care
of Older FPeople tn HNorfolk:
Experiences of social engagement,
informal care and volunteering’
found some social programmes
survive solely because of public
funding and the useof pald staff to
compensate for a shortage of
volunteers.

Dr Hayashi, a research fellow in
the school of history, said: “Most
social groups ate run by charities
and depend heavily upon private
resources and volunteers.

LAkSTFIDE

“They are seembngly more cost-
effective and open and perhaps also
more, humane and ‘relaxed’
compared with top-down and more
‘exclusive’ sorcial services
counterparts. .

“¥oi this study shows that
voluntary and communily
programmes are often actually
dependent upon public monies,
such as subsidised transport and
commissioned day centre
programntes for ntentally-ilt older
people.”

She added: "The key finding
arising from the profect is the
significant role and contribution
madeby theveluntaryand informal
sector; often involving older people
themselves, as formal volunteers
and/or informally as carers or as
friends and neighbours giving
B TURN TO PAGE 12
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Ainsley’s peas miss

People shopping in the hisforic
Norwich Market on Wednesday
spotted a popular celebrity chef
next to one of {the district’s more
unique stalls.

Ainstey Harrtott was in the city
visiling Aniia Adcock at the
hushy Pea Stall while he was
filming for the next series of the
BRC’s Great British Food Revival,
where celebrity chefs and cooks
tyy to popularise traditional
British produce.

M Harriott was filming for a
programime about the traditional
British pea. He said there had
been a good reaction to what they
were doing at Norwich Market
and he was full of praise for the
stall.

“It is fantastic here. We have
been talking about the traditions
of this market stall since 1949,
and Anita is continuing ii. People
come from all over the couniry to
the stall”, he said.

He was particularly interested in
ihe history of the siail and the
process of making moshy peas.
“You seak them overnight then

beil them up and right at the end -

l—lo

stall

to (;1ty market
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Anjta
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right, and
Georglna
‘Pye.

you add vinegan,” he said,

Anita Adcock, from Hellesdon,
took over the stall from her
father-in-law more than 20 years
ago. It has been in the fami.ly for
62 years.

“Ye have been talking about
where peas come from”, she
said. *I suppose they came to me
because they had heard about
the statt, which is pretty unique,
and also about the history”

A vtum Cdge soocer

5 Superior uPVC
Windows fitted

foronly L1575

F6eat LG EGULE
FUK Argon Gas
PR
ity meide
- - onm Ty
LomEpnGim v '
Frion G i Ciavsl s

!

Over 3000 Conservatory installations in East Anglla

NORTH
STAR

Tocl VAT

Laparaesntiansans

*Sorme resticbons moy epply - phont for deias

NOW YOU REALLY CAN INSTALL THE BEST FOR LESS!

All oue windows and door insteflations now include ‘A’ Roled sealed unils giving you the
best possible performance al genvine prices thot wilt amoze you.

For a friendly,
professional service
from o family business,
established over 20
years with probably the
most experienced filters
and building staff in the
area. Nothing lo pay
before completion.
There really is nowhere

Ol PEIOMNE EREE ON 0800 OS5
wuwswneastlewintdowsanghiocoim

Regisared Company

else to go.

Energy Vindow

[FErry
L

a

AS

= WINDOWS & - -
CONSERVATORIES

AN37

B FROM PAGE CNE

assistance. Without this regular help,
many older people could not remain
at home and would lose ‘social
engagement’ opportunities.”

David Harwoed, cabinet member
for adult and community services at
Norfolk County Council, sald:
“Funding is an issue, especially in

times like these, but if we dg it the

right way and people are willing to
put in a bit of time, then there isalot
that people can do to help
themselves.

"We have been very lucky in thal
there has always been a muliitude of
volunteers in Norfelk. Some of the
new volunieers Fve spoXen to have
sald how they get a fot of satisfaction
outof it

“A lot of what Is said in this report
is true, but from the county council
point of view the first consideration
has fo be the services that we are
responsible for.

“We do work In parinevship with
clder people’s groups across Norfolk
and we support them financiaily te
allow them to operate,

“H the funding is there, we iry to
support them, but where groups have
been close to other groups, we have
cut funding and we've been gpen
about that. )

“We are keen to work with all the
voluntary groups and organisaticns
such as Age UK Nerfolk and Age UK
Norwich and we realise the
importance of what they do.”!

Phil Wells, chief executive of Age
UK Nerwich, sald charities had a
vital role to play in supporting
voluntary groups, ensuring that they
were reaching the most isolated
people and that activities offered
were beneficial.

He said: “We are still walting to sce
how soclal care funding is going to be
carried out.

“There Is a shift away from the idea
of social workers and people like us
running services and moere towards
us supporiing the people who run
them. That's great, bud I still need fo

pay my team to provide that support.
We need to look at how we

can

GOUNGIL: David Harwood, Norfolk
County Council cabinet member
for adult and community services.

ehcourage the county eounciland the
health sector to invest in preventative
services.

“By 2013 I think there will be a
serious appreach te investing in
preventative services, but my worry
is what will happen beiween now and
then.

“The reality for most of the
voluntary sector is that the cuts have
not teally hit yet. There have been
some painful cuts, but my hunch is
that the worst is yet to come.”

The findings of the study will be
presented during 2 public event, The
Care of Older People in Norfolk, in
Norwich later this month,

Held at the Assembly House in
Norwich on Friday, September 16, the
event, which will run from 102m to
2pm, will invelve older people, carers,
representatives of  parimer
organisaticns suchas Age UK Norfoik
and Norwich, Norfolk LINK, Norfolk
Older People’s Forums and
community groups.

-] dan grlmmer@alchanl co.uk



